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TAGS: TSPA, SF 

SUB J : NASA TRACKING STATION 
REF: PRETORIA 2357 

1. PRETORIA-JOHANNESBURG JULY 11 AFTERNOON PAPERS CARRIED ITEMS 

ON NASA STATION PHASEOUT BUT DID NOT APPEAR DRAW ON NASA ANNOUNCE- 
MENT AS SUCH. 

2. PRETORIA NEWS, CITING CSIR SOURCES, SAID SA POST OFFICE MIGHT 
TAKE OVER STATION AS SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER AFTER 
CLOSURE IN 1975. FYI: HEWITT COMMENTED TO EMBOFF YESTERDAY THAT, 

IN ORDER MOVE AHEAD ON TENDER PLANS, POST OFFICE HAS BEEN SEEKING 
CLEARANCE FROM NASA TO LOCATE ITS PLANNED COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE 
EARTH STATION IN HARTHEESHOEK SITE AREA. ISSUE OF POSSIBLE INTER- 
FERENCE WITH DEEP SPACE FACILITY WOULD APPEAR TO FALL AWAY, HEWITT 
SAID, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THAT EARTH STATION OPERATION WAS THREE YEARS 
AWAY. PRESS REPORT MAY BE VARIATION ON THIS. END FYI. 

3. PRETORIA NEWS ALSO SPECULATED THAT DECISION CAME AS SHOCK TO 
CSIR. PROOF OF UNEXPECTEDNESS FOUND, PN SAID, IN FACT THAT ONLY 
YESTERDAY BIDS WERE REQUESTED FOR BUILDING OF SCHOOL, LIBRARY AND 
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BID REQUESTS WOULD BE WITHDRAWN. FYI. COMMENT: HAVE NOT CHECKED BUT 
THESE MAY HAVE BEEN RELATED TO PROGRAM OF IMPROVING FACILITIES FOR 
AFRICANS AT STATION. END FYI COMMENT. 

4. JOHANNESBURG STAR STORY MENTIONED SENATOR MOSS AS SOURCE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT WITH SAME QUOTATION AS RAND DAILY MAIL (REFTEL). ALSO QUOTED 
SENATOR KENNEDY AS GRATIFIED AT MOVE SINCE OPERATION OF STATION HAD 
BEEN SUBSIDIZING APARTHEID. HEWITT QUOTED ALONG SAME LINES AS 
REPORTED REFTEL. ARTICLE ALSO SPOKE OF DECADE OF FRUITFUL 
COOPERATION. SAID STATION HAD PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLE IN EARLY 

SUCCESS OF MISSIONS AS ONLY STATION IN CONTACT AT TIMES. 

ADDED THAT SKILLS GAINED BY SA EXPOSURE TO EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES. 

5. DIE VADERLAND HEADLINED "MANY SEEK WORK" BUT NOTED IN ARTICLE 
THAT MANY OF WHITE AND AFRICAN STAFF WOULD HAVE UNTIL 1975 TO 
SEEK OTHER EMPLOYMENT. CONGRESSIONAL CRITICISM NOTED. DECLINING 
USE OF STATION IN PAST SAID TO BE APPARENTLY DUE TO OPPOSITION 

TO SA RACIAL POLICY. SAID CSIR OFFICIALS NOT AVAILABLE 

FOR COMMENT BUT IT UNDERSTOOD MOST OF STATION STAFF WOULD 

REMAIN EMPLOYED BY CSIR. 

HURD 
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